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145-411 - Certification for public realm improvements in Subdistrict A

LAST AMENDED

12/5/2024

In Subdistrict A, the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission shall allow a 20 percent increase

in the maximum permitted #floor area ratio# on #zoning lots# pursuant to the provisions of Section

145-41 (Special Approvals in Subdistrict A), upon certification to the Commissioner of the

Department of Buildings that public realm improvements comprising an Entry Open Space, Western

Open Space, Pierce Avenue Extension and supplementary open spaces as designated on Map 3

(Subdistrict A Site Plan) in the Appendix to this Chapter, are provided, Such #floor area ratio#

increase and public realm improvements shall be subject to the rules and limitations of paragraph (a),

the general requirements of paragraphs (b) and (c), application requirements of paragraph (d), and

additional requirements of paragraph (e) of this Section.

(a) Rules and limitations

The following rules and limitations on bonus #floor area# and other #bulk# modifications shall

apply:

(1) where a #zoning lot# contains multiple #uses# with different #floor area ratios#, the

bonus may be applied to any individual #use#, and the total of all #floor area ratios#

shall not exceed 20 percent of the greatest #floor area ratio# permitted on the #zoning

lot#; and

(2) for #MIH developments#, the requirements of Article II, Chapter 7 (Additional

Regulations and Administration in Residence Districts) shall not apply to the bonus

#floor area# granted under the provisions of this Section.

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-xiv/chapter-5#145-41


(b) General requirements for publicly accessible open spaces

Publicly accessible open spaces shall include the Entry Open Space, Western Open Space and

supplementary open spaces, as designated on Map 3 in the Appendix to this Chapter.

(1) Location and minimum dimensions

Publicly accessible open spaces shall be provided in the location designated on Map 3 in

the Appendix. Such publicly accessible open spaces shall comprise:

(i) an Entry Open Space with a minimum area of at least 8,500 square feet and the

minimum dimensions set forth on Map 3;

(ii) a Western Open Space with a minimum area of at least 10,000 square feet and

the minimum dimensions set forth on Map 3; and

(iii) three supplementary open spaces with a minimum area of at least 4,800 square

feet each, with minimum dimensions set forth on Map 3.

(2) Design requirements

All publicly accessible open spaces shall comply with the following design provisions:

(i) seating shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Section 37-741

(Seating);
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(ii) planting and trees shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of Section

37-742 (Planting and trees);

(iii) an average maintained level of illumination of not less than one horizontal foot

candle (lumens per foot) throughout all walkable areas, and a minimum level of

illumination of not less than 0.2 horizontal foot candles (lumens per foot)

throughout all other areas, shall be required;

(iv) litter receptacles shall be provided in accordance with the standards of Section

37-744 (Litter receptacles);

(v) bicycle parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards of Section 37-

745 (Bicycle parking);

(vi) drinking fountains shall be provided pursuant to the standards set forth in

Section 37-746 (Drinking fountains);

(vii) additional amenities shall be provided and designed pursuant to the standards

set forth in Section 37-748 (Additional amenities);

(viii) permitted obstructions within such area shall be subject to the provisions of

Section 37-726 (Permitted obstructions), and any kiosk or open air cafe provided

shall meet the operational and service requirements listed in paragraphs (a) and

(b) of Section 37-73 (Kiosks and Open Air Cafes);

(ix) the provisions of Sections 37-722 (Level of plaza) and 37-728 (Standards of

accessibility for persons with disabilities) shall apply to such area, and any steps

provided shall be subject to the provisions of Section 37-725 (Steps); and
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(x) entry plaques and information plaques shall be provided in accordance with the

provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of Section 37-751 (Public space signage

systems).

​​​​​​​Notwithstanding the foregoing, up to 50% of two of the publicly accessible

open spaces, as designated on Map 3, may consist of playground space designed

and equipped in a manner consistent with New York City Department of Parks

and Recreation standards.

(3) Hours of public access

Such publicly accessible open spaces shall be accessible to the public each day from 6:00

a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

(c) General requirements for Pierce Avenue Extension

The Pierce Avenue Extension shall be publicly accessible and constructed in accordance with

the Department of Transportation Design Streets Manual and approved by the New York City

Department of Transportation.

(d) Application requirements

​​​​​​​An application under this Section shall be filed with the Chairperson of the City Planning

Commission and such application shall include the following materials:

(1) a site plan indicating the area and dimensions of the publicly accessible open space, or

portions thereof, and the location of all proposed #developments# subject to the
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application;

(2) a landscape plan, prepared by a registered landscape architect, for the publicly accessible

open spaces; and

(3) for #zoning lots# undergoing phased #development#, a phasing plan shall be submitted

to implement the public realm improvements. Such phasing plan shall set forth the

amount and location of public realm improvements that will be provided at the time

each phase is #developed#. The amount of improvements in any phase shall be

proportionate to the #lot area# being #developed# in such phase, except where physical

or programmatic constraints make it infeasible to provide such amount of

improvements.

(e) Additional requirements

The owner(s) shall be responsible for the maintenance of the Pierce Avenue Extension and

other required publicly accessible open spaces, including, but not limited to, litter control,

management of pigeons and rodents, maintenance of required lighting levels, and the care and

replacement of furnishings and vegetation.

At the time of certification, a written declaration of restrictions, in a form acceptable to the

Chairperson of the City Planning Commission, containing complete drawings of the

improvements and setting forth the obligations of the owner, its successors and assigns, shall be

recorded against such property in the Borough Office of the City Register of the City of New

York. Proof of recordation of the declaration of restrictions shall be submitted in a form

acceptable to the Department of City Planning.

No temporary certificate of occupancy shall be granted by the Department of Buildings for the

portion of the #building# utilizing bonus #floor area# granted pursuant to the provisions of



this Section until the improvements required for the phase associated with such bonus #floor

area# have been substantially completed, as determined by the Chairperson, where applicable,

and such improvements are usable by the public. Such portion of the #building# utilizing

bonus #floor area# shall be designated by the Commission in drawings included in the

declaration of restrictions filed pursuant to this paragraph.

​​​​​​​No permanent certificate of occupancy shall be granted by the Department of Buildings for

the portion of the #building# utilizing bonus #floor area# until all improvements have been

completed in accordance with the approved plans, as determined by the Chairperson.


