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101-00 - GENERAL PURPOSES

LAST AMENDED

2/2/2011

The "Special Downtown Brooklyn District" established in this Resolution is designed to promote and

protect public health, safety and general welfare. These general goals include, among others, the

following specific purposes:

(a)        to strengthen the business core of Downtown Brooklyn by improving the working and living

environments;

(b)        to foster development in Downtown Brooklyn and provide direction and incentives for

further growth where appropriate;

(c)        to create and provide a transition between the Downtown commercial core and the lower-scale

residential communities of Fort Greene, Boerum Hill, Cobble Hill and Brooklyn Heights;

(d)        to encourage the design of new buildings that are in character with the area;

(e)        to preserve the historic architectural character of development along certain streets and avenues

and the pedestrian orientation of ground floor uses, and thus safeguard the vitality of

Downtown Brooklyn;

(f)        to improve the quality of development in Downtown Brooklyn by fostering the provision of

specified public amenities in appropriate locations;

(g)        to improve visual amenity by establishing special sign regulations within the Fulton Mall and

Atlantic Avenue Subdistricts; and

(h)        to promote the most desirable use of land and building development for Downtown Brooklyn

and thus conserve the value of land and buildings and thereby protect the City's tax revenues.



101-01 - Definitions

LAST AMENDED

3/10/2026

For purposes of this Chapter, matter in italics is defined in Section 12-10 (DEFINITIONS), 32-301

(Definitions), Section 101-702 (Definitions Specific to the Atlantic Avenue Subdistrict) or in this

Section.

Development or to develop

For purposes of this Chapter, "development" includes a #development#, an #enlargement# or an

#extension#.

To "develop" is to create a #development#.

Large qualifying site

“Large qualifying site” is a #zoning lot# that:

(a)    occupies an entire #block#; or

(b)    has a minimum #lot area# of 30,000 square feet with at least one full #block# frontage along a

#street#.

101-02 - General Provisions

LAST AMENDED

10/7/2021

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-i/chapter-2#12-10
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-iii/chapter-2#32-301
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-x/chapter-1#101-702


The provisions of this Chapter shall apply within the #Special Downtown Brooklyn District#. The

regulations of all other Chapters of this Resolution are applicable, except as superseded, supplemented

or modified by the provisions of this Chapter. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this

Chapter and other regulations of this Resolution, the provisions of this Chapter shall control.

However, for #transit-adjacent sites# or #qualifying transit improvement sites#, as defined in Section

66-11 (Definitions), in the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Chapter and the

provisions of Article VI, Chapter 6 (Special Regulations Applying Around Mass Transit Stations), the

provisions of Article VI, Chapter 6 shall control.

Whenever a #zoning lot# is divided by the boundary of the #Special Downtown Brooklyn District#,

the requirements set forth in this Chapter shall apply, and shall apply only to that portion of the

#zoning lot# within the #Special Downtown Brooklyn District#.

101-021 - Applicability of the Mandatory Inclusionary Housing Program

LAST AMENDED

12/5/2024

In #Mandatory Inclusionary Housing areas#, as specified in APPENDIX F of this Resolution, the

provisions of Section 27-10 (ADMINISTRATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING) shall apply,

except as superseded, supplemented or modified by the provisions of this Chapter.

101-03 - District Plan and Maps

LAST AMENDED

12/5/2024

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-vi/chapter-6#66-11
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ii/chapter-7#27-10


The regulations of this Chapter are designed to implement the #Special Downtown Brooklyn

District# Plan.

The District Plan includes the following six maps:

Map 1        Special Downtown Brooklyn District and Subdistricts

Map 2        Ground Floor Retail Frontage

Map 3        Street Wall Continuity and Mandatory Sidewalk Widenings

Map 4        Curb Cut Restrictions

Map 5        Height Limitation Areas

Map 6        Subway Station Improvement Areas

The maps are located within Appendix E (Special Downtown Brooklyn District Maps) of this

Chapter and are hereby incorporated and made part of this Resolution. They are incorporated for the

purpose of specifying locations where special regulations and requirements set forth in the text of this

Chapter apply.

101-04 - Subdistricts

LAST AMENDED

6/28/2004

In order to carry out the provisions of this Chapter, two subdistricts are established within the

#Special Downtown Brooklyn District#. In each of these subdistricts, certain special regulations apply

that do not apply within the remainder of the #Special Downtown Brooklyn District#. The

subdistricts are outlined on Map 1 (Special Downtown Brooklyn District and Subdistricts) in



Appendix E of this Chapter. Special regulations set forth in Sections 101-60 through 101-632,

inclusive, shall apply to the Fulton Mall Subdistrict. Special regulations set forth in Sections 101-70

through 101-75 and Appendices A, B, C and D, inclusive, shall apply to the Atlantic Avenue

Subdistrict. The subdistricts are also subject to all other regulations of the #Special Downtown

Brooklyn District# and the underlying districts except as otherwise specified in the subdistrict

regulations.

101-05 - Applicability of Special Permits by the Board of Standards and Appeals

LAST AMENDED

5/29/1974

Within the #Special Downtown Brooklyn District#, Section 73-68 (Height and Setback and Yard

Modifications) shall not be applicable.

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-x/chapter-1#101-60
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-x/chapter-1#101-632
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-x/chapter-1#101-70
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-x/chapter-1#101-75
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-vii/chapter-3#73-68

