
Zoning Resolution

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Zohran K. Mamdani, Mayor

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
Daniel R. Garodnick, Chair

118-00 - GENERAL PURPOSES

File generated by https://zr.planning.nyc.gov on 3/8/2026



118-00 - GENERAL PURPOSES

LAST AMENDED

1/10/1985

The "Special Union Square District" established in this Resolution is designated to promote and

protect public health, safety, general welfare and amenity. These general goals include, among others,

the following specific purposes:

(a)        to promote a revitalized mixed-use area around Union Square by encouraging controlled

development on vacant and under-utilized sites within the District;

(b)        to stimulate such growth while providing guidelines which will ensure urban design

compatibility between new development, existing buildings and Union Square and which will

preserve and enhance the special character of the Square;

(c)        to stabilize the area through residential development and thereby encourage active utilization

of Union Square Park;

(d)        to enhance the retail and service nature and economic vitality of 14th Street by mandating

appropriate retail and service activities;

(e)        to improve the physical appearance and amenity of the streets within the District by

establishing streetscape and signage controls which are compatible to Union Square Park;

(f)        to improve access, visibility, security and pedestrian circulation in and around the 14th

Street/Union Square Station; and

(g)        to promote the most desirable use of land in this area and thus conserve the value of land and

buildings and thereby protect the City's tax revenues.



118-01 - General Provisions

LAST AMENDED

10/7/2021

In harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Resolution and the general purposes of the

#Special Union Square District# and in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, certain

specified #use#, #bulk# and #sign# regulations of the underlying district are made inapplicable and are

superseded by the #use#, #bulk# and #sign# regulations of the #Special Union Square District# as set

forth in this Chapter. In addition, special #street wall# transparency and location of entrance

requirements are set forth in this Chapter. Except as modified by the express provisions of this

Chapter, the underlying district regulations remain in effect.

For #transit-adjacent sites# or #qualifying transit improvement sites#, in the event of a conflict

between the provisions of this Chapter and the provisions of Article VI, Chapter 6 (Special

Regulations Applying Around Mass Transit Stations), the provisions of Article VI, Chapter 6 shall

control. For the purposes of this paragraph, defined terms additionally include those in Section 66-11

(Definitions).

118-02 - Incorporation of Appendix A

LAST AMENDED

2/2/2011

The District Plan of the #Special Union Square District# is set forth in Appendix A and is

incorporated as an integral part of the provisions of this Chapter.
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