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97-00 - GENERAL PURPOSES

LAST AMENDED
11/30/2017

The “Special 125th Street District” established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect the public health, safety,
general welfare and amenity. The general goals include, among others, the following specific purposes:

(a)        to preserve, protect and promote the special character of 125th Street as Harlem’s “Main Street” and the role of 125th
Street as Upper Manhattan’s premier mixed use corridor;

(b)        to guide development on the 125th Street corridor;

(c)        to expand the retail and commercial character of 125th Street;

(d)        to provide incentives for the creation of visual and performing arts space and enhance the area’s role as a major arts,
entertainment and cultural destination in the City;

(e)        to support mixed use development throughout the 125th Street corridor, including residential uses, and to provide
incentives for the production of affordable housing;

(f)        to ensure that the form of new buildings is compatible and relates to the built character of the 125th Street corridor;

(g)        to enhance the pedestrian environment through appropriate ground floor uses and regulations;

(h)        to ensure, in the Park Avenue Hub Subdistrict, compatibility with the purposes of the #Special East Harlem Corridors
District#; and  

(i)        to promote the most desirable use of land and thus conserve and enhance the value of land and buildings, and thereby
protect the City’s revenue.

97-01 - Definitions

LAST AMENDED
6/6/2024

For purposes of this Chapter, matter in italics is defined in Sections 12-10 (DEFINITIONS) or 32-301 (Definitions).

97-02 - General Provisions

LAST AMENDED
10/7/2021

In harmony with the general purposes of the #Special 125th Street District# and in accordance with the provisions of this
Chapter, the express requirements of the Special District shall apply within the Special District.

Except as modified by the particular provisions of the Special District, the regulations of the underlying zoning districts shall
remain in effect. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Chapter and other regulations of this Resolution, the
provisions of this Chapter shall control. However, for #transit-adjacent sites# or #qualifying transit improvement sites#, as
defined in Section 66-11 (Definitions), in the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Chapter and the provisions of
Article VI, Chapter 6 (Special Regulations Applying Around Mass Transit Stations), the provisions of Article VI, Chapter 6
shall control.

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-i/chapter-2#12-10
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-iii/chapter-2#32-301
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-vi/chapter-6#66-11


97-03 - District Plan and Maps

LAST AMENDED
11/30/2017

The regulations of this Chapter are designed to implement the #Special 125th Street District# Plan. The District Plan, including
Map 1 (Special 125th Street District and Subdistricts), is set forth in Appendix A of this Chapter and is hereby incorporated as
part of this Resolution for the purpose of specifying locations where the special regulations and requirements set forth in this
Chapter apply.

97-04 - Establishment of Subdistricts

LAST AMENDED
12/19/2017

In order to carry out the purposes and provisions of this Chapter, three subdistricts are established within the #Special 125th
Street District#: the Core Subdistrict, the Park Avenue Hub Subdistrict and Subdistrict A. Each subdistrict includes specific
regulations designed to support an arts and entertainment environment and other relevant planning objectives along 125th
Street. The boundaries of the subdistricts are shown on Map 1 in Appendix A of this Chapter.

97-05 - Establishment of Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory Council

LAST AMENDED
4/30/2008

A Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory Council shall be created for the purpose of reviewing and making recommendations
concerning the Community Engagement Plans of proposed operators of visual or performing arts #uses# pursuant to paragraph
(c)(7) of Section 97-423 (Certification for floor area bonus for visual or performing arts uses). The Bonused Space Local Arts
Advisory Council shall consist of 11 members: two (2) members appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of Cultural
Affairs, one of whom shall be designated by such Commissioner to serve as Chair, and three (3) members appointed by each of
the Council Members for the Councilmanic Districts in which the Special District is located, who will rotate depending upon
where the proposed visual or performing arts #use# is located, pursuant to Sections 97-422 and 97-423. Members of the
Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory Council shall be members of the Harlem performing or visual arts, non-profit, or business
communities and shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing official. The Department of Cultural Affairs shall provide staff
assistance to the Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory Council and shall establish guidelines and procedures for the performance
of its functions.

In making a recommendation concerning a Community Engagement Plan pursuant to paragraph (c)(7) of Section 97-423, the
Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory Council shall consider the prior history and/or proposed scope of outreach and educational
activities in Community Boards 9, 10 or 11 by the proposed operator; and the organizational capacity and commitment of the
proposed operator to implement local partnerships under the Community Engagement Plan. The Department of Cultural
Affairs shall not submit a letter to the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission pursuant to paragraph (c)(7) of Section 97-
423 without having first received and considered the written recommendation of the Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory
Council, provided that the Bonused Space Local Arts Advisory Council shall have provided the Department of Cultural Affairs
with such written recommendation no later than 45 days following receipt of a request for review from the Department of
Cultural Affairs.

97-06 - Applicability of District Regulations

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-7#97-423
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-7#97-422
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-7#97-423
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-7#97-423
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-7#97-423


LAST AMENDED
12/19/2017

97-061 - Applicability of Special Transit Land Use District Regulations

■

LAST AMENDED
12/19/2017

Wherever the #Special 125th Street District# includes an area which also lies within the #Special Transit Land Use District#, the
requirements of the #Special Transit Land Use District#, as set forth in Article IX, Chapter 5, shall apply.

97-062 - Applicability of Mandatory Inclusionary Housing Program

LAST AMENDED
12/5/2024

For the purposes of applying the Mandatory Inclusionary Housing Program provisions set forth in Section 27-10
(ADMINISTRATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING), inclusive, #Mandatory Inclusionary Housing areas# within the
#Special 125th Street District# are shown on the maps in APPENDIX F of this Resolution.

https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ii/chapter-7#27-10
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