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93-72 - Public Access Areas at 450 West 33rd Street

LAST AMENDED
4/29/2014

For the purposes of this Section 93-72, inclusive, 450 West 33rd Street shall be considered the area
bounded by the eastern #street line# of Tenth Avenue, the northern #street line# of West 31st Street, a
line 302 feet east of the eastern #street line# of Tenth Avenue and the southern #street line# of West
33rd Street. Such area shall include the tax lots located at Block 729, Lots 1 and 15, existing on April
29, 2014. Any #development# or #enlargement# in such area shall provide public access areas in
accordance with the provisions of this Section. However, if a special permit has been granted for the
#development# of an arena pursuant to Section 74-41 in the area bounded by the western #street line#
of Ninth Avenue, the northern #street line# of West 31st Street, a line 498 feet west of the western
#street line# of Ninth Avenue and the southern #street line# of West 33rd Street, the provisions of
this Section may be waived or modified in conjunction with such special permit. All public access

areas listed in this Section shall be accessible to the public between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 1:00

a.m.

(a)  Through block connection

A publicly accessible through block connection shall be provided within 10 feet of the
prolonged center line of West 32nd Street, at an elevation that connects the Tenth Avenue
pedestrian bridge required pursuant to paragraph (g) in Section 93-71 with the Dyer Avenue
Platform required pursuant to paragraph (b) of this Section and paragraph (e) of Section 93-
73 (Public Access Areas on the Ninth Avenue Rail Yard). Public access shall also be provided

between such through block connection and the Tenth Avenue sidewalk.

For #developments# or #enlargements# where 75 percent or less of the total #floor area#
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existing on the #zoning lot# on January 19, 2005, has been demolished, such through block
connection shall be open or enclosed and have a minimum clear width of 30 feet. If enclosed,
at least 75 percent of such through block connection shall have a minimum clear height of 30

feet, and the remainder shall have a minimum clear height of 20 feet.

For #developments# or #enlargements# where more than 75 percent of the total #floor area#
existing on the #zoning lot# on January 19, 2005, is demolished, such through block
connection shall have a minimum width of 60 feet and a minimum clear path of 20 feet, and
have retail uses fronting upon at least 50 percent of its northern and southern boundaries. At
least 60 percent of such through block connection shall be enclosed, with an average clear
height of 60 feet and a roof of transparent material that allows for natural daylight to enter.
Direct access shall be provided to any #building# adjacent to such through block connection.
The maximum height of a #building# wall along the southern boundary of the through block
connection shall not exceed the average height of the enclosed portion, or the height at which
an arched or angled ceiling of the enclosed through block connection begins, whichever is less.
Any portion of a #building# that exceeds such height shall be set back at least 20 feet in depth
from the southern boundary of the through block connection. Any portion of such through
block connection that is open to the sky shall comply with the provisions for #public plazas#
set forth in Sections 37-718, 37-726, 37-728, 37-741, 37-742, 37-743, 37-744, 37-75, 37-76
and 36-77.

An #enlargement# that does not increase the total #floor area# on the #zoning lot# to more

than 1,373,700 square feet, shall not be considered an #enlargement# for purposes of this

paragraph (a).

(b)  Dyer Avenue Platform

A permanent easement shall be provided along the eastern edge of 450 West 33rd Street, as
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shown on Map 1 (Subdistrict B: 450 West 33rd Street and Ninth Avenue Rail Yard Public
Access Area Plan) in Appendix B of this Chapter, for the purposes of constructing the Dyer
Avenue Platform required pursuant to paragraph (d) of Section 93-73. Such easement shall
have a minimum width of 33 feet. Any amenities required by paragraph (d) of Section 93-73

may be located within such easement.

(c)  West 31st Street Passageway

A publicly accessible passageway space, (hereinafter referred to as the "West 31st Street
passageway") shall be provided connecting the Tenth Avenue podium required pursuant to
paragraph (d) of this Section to the Dyer Avenue Platform required pursuant to paragraph (d)
of Section 93-73, as shown on Map 1 in Appendix B. The West 31st Street passageway shall be
located at the same elevation as the Dyer Avenue Platform. Such space shall be located within
35 feet of West 31st Street, have a minimum clear path of 10 feet and be visually open to West

31st Street except for structural elements of the #building# at 450 West 33rd Street.

(d)  Tenth Avenue podium

(1)  Location and minimum dimensions

A publicly accessible area (hereinafter referred to as the "Tenth Avenue podium”)
shall be provided at the corner of Tenth Avenue and West 31st Street, as shown on
Map 1 in Appendix B. The Tenth Avenue podium shall have a minimum area of
1,800 square feet, be located at the same elevation as the Dyer Avenue Platform
required pursuant to paragraph (d) of Section 93-73, and shall connect to the West

31st Street passageway required pursuant to paragraph (c) of this Section.

(2)  Required amenities


https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-3#93-73
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-3#93-73
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-3#93-73
https://zr.planning.nyc.gov/article-ix/chapter-3#93-73

The Tenth Avenue podium shall contain a minimum of four trees and be directly
accessible from West 31st Street by a staircase and elevator. The stair and the
adjoining area shall be open to West 31st Street except for columns and structural

elements of the 450 West 33rd Street #building#.

93-721 - Design and maintenance requirements for public access areas at 450 West
33rd Street

LAST AMENDED
8/9/2017

Public access areas at 450 West 33rd Street provided pursuant to the requirements of Section 93-72

shall comply with the applicable design reference standards set forth in paragraph (a), and the

maintenance provisions of paragraph (b) of this Section.

(a)  Design reference standards

The public access areas required by paragraphs (c) and (d) of Section 93-72 shall comply with
the following applicable design standards:

(1)  atleast two litter receptacles in such public access areas shall be provided;

(2)  the public access areas at 450 West 33rd Street shall provide the following public

signage system:

(i)  One entry plaque shall be provided in each of the following locations:
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(a)  the Dyer Avenue access point to the West 31st Street Passageway;

(b)  the Tenth Avenue Podium access point to the West 31st Street

Passageway; and

(c)  the #street# level entrance to the Tenth Avenue Podium.

Each entry plaque is subject to the signage standards as set forth in paragraphs

(a)(1) through (a)(4) of Section 37-751 (Public space signage systems).

Each entry plaque shall be mounted on a wall, a permanent free-standing post,
or on a post located within a planter, with its center five feet above the
elevation of the nearest walkable pavement. The maximum height of such
free-standing post shall be six feet, with a maximum width and depth of 16
inches. Each entry plaque shall be in a position that clearly identifies the entry
into the portion of the public access areas at 450 West 33rd Street that such
plaque is provided in connection with, and placed so that the entire entry
plaque is obvious and directly visible, without any obstruction, along every
line of sight from all paths of pedestrian access to that portion of the public

access areas at 450 West 33rd Street.

A minimum of two information plaques, constructed from the same
permanent materials as the entry plaque, or combined with one or more of the
required entry plaques, shall be provided within the public access areas.
Information plaques shall be mounted on a wall, a permanent free-standing
post, or on a post located within a planter, with its center five feet above the

elevation of the nearest walkable pavement. The maximum height of such
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free-standing post shall be six feet, with a maximum width and depth of 16

inches.

(v)  The information plaque is subject to the signage standards as set forth in
paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(6) of Section 37-751, except that paragraph
(b)(3) shall be modified to read, “in lettering three-eighths of an inch in
height, the words: “This public access area contains:”” followed by the total
linear feet of seating, the type and quantity of trees and the number of
additional required amenities, such as moveable seating, that are provided in
the portion of the public access area in which the entry plaque or information

plaque is provided.

(3)  the minimum level of illumination shall be 1.5 horizontal foot candles (lumens per

foot);

(4)  no gates, fences or other barriers shall be permitted within such public access areas; and

(5)  for the purposes of applying the #sign# regulations to #building# walls facing public

access areas, such public access areas shall be considered #streets#.

(b)  Maintenance

The owner(s) shall be responsible for the maintenance of all public access areas, including, but
not limited to, litter control, management of pigeons and rodents, maintenance of required

lighting levels, and the care and replacement of furnishings and vegetation.
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93-722 - Certification for public access areas at 450 West 33rd Street

LAST AMENDED
4/29/2014

For #enlargements# that do not increase the total #floor area# on the #zoning lot# to more than
1,373,700 square feet, in accordance with the provisions of Section 93-732 (Certification for public
access areas on the Ninth Avenue Rail Yard), no temporary or permanent certificate of occupancy
shall be issued by the Department of Buildings for more than 3,204,000 square feet of #floor area
developed# or #enlarged# on the Ninth Avenue Rail Yard until the Chairperson of the City Planning
Commission certifies to the Commissioner of Buildings that a phasing plan has been submitted
requiring the West 31st Street Passageway and the Tenth Avenue Podium, required pursuant to
paragraphs (c) and (d) of Section 93-72 (Public Access Areas at 450 West 33rd Street), respectively, to

be substantially complete and open to and useable by the public.
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